
Proposal 2: Great Lakes Catechism as 5th Standard 
 

Summary 
 
The consistory is considering sending an overture to the Classis of Central Iowa to 
ask the RCA to adopt the Great Lakes Catechism as a 5th Standard of the Reformed 
Church in America. 
 

What is an overture? 
 
An overture is the request of a classis for action or response by a group on a 
certain matter. 
 

What is/are the standard(s) of the RCA? 
 
The standards of the RCA set and establish the doctrinal beliefs of the church. 
While scripture is the ultimate rule and guide for our theology, the RCA believes 
the standards are historic and faithful witnesses to the Word of God.  Currently, 
the RCA has four standards: The Belgic Confession, The Heidelberg Catechism, the 
Canons of Dort and the Belhar Confession.  
 

What is the Great Lakes Catechism?  
 

The Great Lakes Catechism is a series of question and answers which offers a 
basic teaching tool for Christs body to understand biblical teaching in the areas of 
marriage, family and sexuality. This is not exhaustive, but is a foundation on which 
we may build.  
 

What does the Great Lakes Catechism say? 
 

The Great Lakes Catechism states that men and women are made in God’s image 
and our hearts, not our bodies have been warped by sin. As Christians, whether 
single or married we should live decent and chaste lives. Marriage is defined as 
being between a man and a woman. The catechism condemns abuse and hatred 
of our neighbor through sinful actions such as pornography, prostitution, rape, 
promiscuity, adultery, and cohabitation. The catechism also creates space for 
reminding us of the grace we have in Christ when we’ve fallen. 



 

What happens if the consistory overtures the classis? 
 

If we overture the classis of Central Iowa, it is brought first to the culture team 
who will decide how to proceed with it. It is possible that they will have a special 
classis meeting to discuss the proposal and vote that night or vote at the regular 
meeting. The culture team will recommend that the classis vote in favor or against 
the proposal, and the classis will vote on the proposal. If it passes the classis level 
it is passed then to the General Synod.  


