
 

Thank you for joining us in our 21 days of prayer before 

Easter. I am thrilled to be going on you in this journey. I hope 

this guide will help you grow in your prayer life. As you work 

through the 21 days, I would like to explain how the guide 

works. 

 

Please consider beginning each session with prayer. Ask God 

to work in your heart through the text and the devotion. 

 

When you see this book symbol, it 

accompanies the scripture which you are going 

to read for the day 

 

 

     

The magnifying glass signifies taking a closer 

look at a name for God which coordinates with 

the theme of the lesson in some way. Of the 21 

days we have 20 Hebrew names and 1 Aramaic  

          name.   

 

 

Finally we have a set of praying hands. As you 

might imagine, this is a prayer you can pray to 

conclude your devotion for the day. Please do 

not be limited by the prayers here. Think of 

them more as a prompt to get you going, rather 

than the finish line.  

 

 

I hope you enjoy the journey! 

 

Pastor Mike 
 



 
DAY 1 | Persistence in Prayer 

 
Today’s Scripture: Colossians 4:2 

 
Spring Cleaning. How many of us likely need to do some type of 
spring-cleaning? There is likely 
some dusting, some 
cleaning out of cabinets, 
closets, and the garage. 
What is the hardest part about 
spring-cleaning? It is getting 
started. We are so busy we push 
it off saying, “I’m too tired” or “I’ll 
get to it later, then all of a sudden 
we blink our eyes and it is 
September and we never get the 
work done we planned on doing.  
Do you think we do the same 
thing with prayer? My guess is, 
for most of us, it is not because 
we do not want to pray or we do 
not think it is a good practice. The reality is we have gotten out of 
the habit or we have gotten so busy it is something we cut very 
quickly. Yet, our exhortation is to pray continually, to pray without 
ceasing. How might you be able to pray without ceasing? Prayer 
does not need to be with your eyes closed and head bowed. Prayer 
can happen while you are commuting to and from work, while you 
are doing your morning wake up routine. Rather than trying to 
squeeze all of our prayer life into one-three prayer “chunks” at 
mealtime or before bed, consider connecting to God throughout the 
day. He is always there to hear you. 
 

 

 
DAY 2 | Praying with Confidence 

 
Today’s Scripture: 1 John 5:13-15 

 
 In the classic film, The Sound of Music, Maria Rainer (Julie 
Andrews) leaves the Abbey to 
become a governess for 
seven children. While 
she is on her way to the 
von Trapp household, she 
essentially gives herself a pep 
talk, singing the song, “I Have 
Confidence.” Yet, despite singing 
of confidence, she did not seem 
to have one ounce of it. 
When you pray, do you pray with 
confidence? Do you truly believe 
God is going to make a difference 
in what you are praying or for 
whom you are praying? Prayer is an exercise in both faith and 
humility. We pray to God because we have to recognize we have no 
other option, we are helpless to fix the situation we are in. 
Too often, we operate with prayer as the last resort. The reality is, 
however we should look to God as our first answer. God wants us to 
come to him. He wants to give good gifts to his children. When we 
pray, we should pray with faith expecting God to answer. When you 
pray for God to heal someone, hope and expect that person to get 
better. Be confident in your prayers. God is always watching out for 
you.  
 
 

 
 

El Elyon help me to remain connected to 
you. Give me perseverance to spend 
more time with you in prayer each day.  

 El Eyon  ֵאל ֶעְל֔יֹון

translates as “Most 
High God.” It is used 
twelve times in the Old 
Testament. It is saying 
God is the highest 
supremacy. You can see 
this used in Genesis 
14:18-22, Psalm 9. 
Elyon is used by itself in 
Psalm 91:1 

ֵאל ֳרִאי  El Roi translates as 

the “The God who sees.” This is 
a name which Hagar gives to 
God after she was banished 
from Abraham’s household. It is 
a name which reminds us of 
God’s provincial care and 
concern for us. You can find 
Hagar’s story in Genesis 16:13. 

El Roi, thank you for being able to do more than we can 
ever imagine or comprehend. Help me, when I pray, to pray 
with full confidence you will hear my prayers and answer 
them. 



DAY 3 |  Maintaining a Focus on God in Prayer 

 
Today’s Scripture: Psalm 141:2 

 
 Søren Kierkegaard once said, “Prayer does not change God, but it 
changes him who prays.” 
When we pray, so often 
we treat God like the 
genie who comes out of 
the lamp. If we pray enough, we 
will get what we want. This is not 
the case. God will not be placed 
into a lamp, nor can we place him 
into a box. We must remember 
that ultimately prayer does not 
exist for God’s benefit rather for 
our benefit. Yet, when we pray, 
we should make sure we employ 
a posture, which is honoring and 
glorifying to God. Jesus instructs 
us to pray to God with the word, 
Abba the word Abba, is translated as father, or daddy. We can and 
we should be able to tell our father anything, knowing he will love us 
regardless, yet there is a sense of respect when we talk to our 
parents. When we talk to God, we should talk to God openly, but we 
should remember, he is the focus of our praise and of our petition. 
We ask God to heal, we ask God to intercede. We do not pray to 
ourselves, we pray to him and he listens. He is a God who controls 
every aspect of our life and because we have such a great and 
wonderful God, we must remember our praise should be reserved 
for him alone. 

 

DAY 4 | Praying and Confessing 

 
Today’s Scripture: James 4:7 

 
 Submit yourselves to God. In today’s culture, we do not “do” 
submission well. 
Culture inundates us 
with the ideas of self-
sufficiency, never giving 
up, and always doing whatever it 
takes to win (and sometimes 
even when the battle is lost, we 
continue fighting.) Battling 
against God is completely 
different. No one wins against 
God. The devil is being 
contained. Jesus has vanquished 
the devil. There is no hope of 
victory for him. Yet there is a 
hope of victory for us, surrendering everything to God. What is 
submitting to God? What does it look like? We humble ourselves and 
we confess. We admit to God our failures and shortcomings we 
yield, and we follow. When we yield to God, everything else falls into 
place. Does this mean life will be perfect? No. Does it mean life will 
be better? Yes, because you will be living life as God wants you to. 
We have to be willing; however, to turn things over to he and that 
will take an incredible amount of trust and humility. 
Where have you had/been having trouble submitting to God?  Has 
he placed something on your heart? Go to him, knowing he is ready 
and willing to hear you!  
 
 

 
 

El Qanna, thank you for hearing our 
prayers. Help us to come to you knowing 
you are the only one worthy of our praise. 
May our prayers focus on you alone. 

 El Eyon   ֵאל ֶעְל֔יֹון

translates as “Most 
High God.” It is used 
twelve times in the Old 
Testament. It is saying 
God is the highest 
supremacy. You can see 
this used in Genesis 
14:18-22, Psalm 9. 
Elyon is used by itself in 
Psalm 91:1 

 Jehovah-Nissi ְיֹהָֹוֹה ִנִסי

translates as The Lord is my 
banner. This name for God goes 
back to Exodus 17:15 when 
Moses creates an altar on the 
top of the mountain in which he 
heldup his hands while Israel 
defeats the Amalekites at 
Rephidim.   

Jehovah-Nissi, help me to remember you are with me 
wherever I go. Rather than trying to travel my own path on 
my own strength, give me strength to turn my life over to 
you, knowing you already won the battle against sin and 
death. 



DAY 5 | Our Motives in Prayer 

 
Today’s Scripture: Matthew 6:5-8 

 
 Do you feel awkward when you pray in public? I am not talking 
about a prayer service or in your 
office where it is 
somewhat private. Do 
you feel awkward 
bowing to pray for your meal 
aloud at Applebee’s or 
somewhere in Des Moines? 
Some of us have the opposite 
problem of the hypocrites. We are 
too scared to pray .Ultimately we 
need to consider our motives 
when we are praying, especially 
in public. Are we praying because 
we are thanking God? Are we 
praying because we are bringing 
the concerns of the day to God? Are we lifting our friend in prayer 
over their situation? If the answer is yes, then, most of the time, it is 
a good thing. 
The problem, however, is when we are praying to be seen. Are we 
praying because we want to show the “unbelievers” what a “true 
believer” looks like? Are we wanting people to look at us and have 
them see someone who is very holy? We should ask ourselves the 
question...why do we pray in public? Maybe first, you need to 
answer another question...do you pray in public? 
 

 
 

DAY 6 | When You Don’t Know What to Pray 

 
Today’s Scripture: Matthew 11:28-30 

 
 If you are like me, there are times when I do not know what to pray. 
It may be you have so many 
things going around in 
your head, you feel life 
is spinning out of 
control. You could be grieving 
something that happened 
recently and you are unsure how 
to react. Perhaps you are hurt 
and confused. Maybe you are 
completely lost/flabbergasted 
and burdened by what you have 
to do at work or at school. Take 
courage, friend, because we are 
not alone. Christ knew there 
would be times where we were scared and when we are unsure. 
Christ came into the world and he knew temptation. Christ knew 
grief. Christ knew pain. It is because Christ came into this world, 
that he precisely can say, “for my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” Christ wants you to share your burden with him. What good is 
it to have a Lord in Jesus Christ, when we will not go to him? Why 
would we not ask our Savior where to find the greenest grass and 
the fresh flowing water? Why would we not ask Christ to come and 
rescue us from the darkness that is plaguing us? If we do not know 
what to pray, pray this, “Come Lord Jesus” and he will answer.  
 
 

 
 

 

Jehovah-Shammah, as I share my prayers 
with you, please make me be humble. May 
I be considerate when I pray, not trying to 
draw attention away from you. 

-Jehovah ְיֹהָֹוֹה ָשָמֹה

Shammah translates as 
“God is there.” This 
name comes from 
Ezekiel 48:35 and 
Revelation 21:3 when we 
see the New Jerusalem 
and God is present 
within the midst of his 
people. 

 Jehovah-raah ְיֹהָֹוֹה ִנִסי

translates as The Lord is My 
Shepherd. David uses this term 
for God in the beloved 23rd 
Psalm. God, like a shepherd 
leads us and he feeds us. Yet, 
he also protects us. We must 
remember the care of the 
Shepherd when we are down.  

Jehovah-Raah, help me to cling to you when the burdens of 
this life become too much. Let me find rest in you and in the 
shadow of your wings. Lead me out of the paths of 
darkness into your light. 



DAY 7 | Praying with Specifics 

 
Today’s Scripture: Philippians 4:6 

 
 Have you ever been a “gopher”? Do you know what a gopher is? A 
“gopher” is often someone who 
works in the 
construction trade and is 
tasked with going for the 
tools or supply the carpenter 
needs. The carpenter might ask 
to go get a hammer, a 
screwdriver, or a wrench and the 
gopher will bring it to them. Well, 
what if the carpenter or 
contractor is not specific 
enough? What if the gopher was 
told to bring a screwdriver brings 
a flathead when the carpenter needs a Phillips-head. Maybe they 
ask for a hammer (thinking a claw hammer) and they are given a 
sledgehammer or a rubber hammer. They do not have the right tool 
they might need. God does not have the problem of having the 
wrong tool, but I think we can communicate better if we are specific 
with our prayers. While God knows what we need before we ask, we 
can and we need to show our dependence on him. When we make 
our prayers specific, when we define what we are asking him to do, 
it helps us to give control over to God. Remember as well, God 
knows what you are thinking. There is no reason to hide what is in 
your heart. Come to him, because he wants to hear you. 
 

 
 

DAY 8 | Developing Spiritual Roots 

 
Today’s Scripture: Ephesians 3:14-21 

 
 Do you like to garden? My father in Michigan loves to garden, his 
garden is beautiful and well-
tended by my parents. 
He has a green thumb, 
yet for some reason his 
green thumb did not pass down 
to me. At our house in Fairview, 
one of the previous pastors kept 
a garden in the back where no 
one could see it. Since it was “out 
of sight”, I did not tend to it very 
often (or at all!). One of the most 
frustrating parts of this garden; 
however were some of the 
weeds, which continually sprang 
up. Even when I thought I got all 
of the roots, they still came back up, and in some cases, stronger. 
While these roots were the bad kind of roots, persistent roots and 
regrowth is good in our spiritual lives. It is important for us to 
develop deep spiritual roots, so that we can weather any storm. We 
know Satan may try to come and pull us out, but if our roots are 
strong enough, we will survive. What steps have you been taking to 
develop some new spiritual roots? Are you taking the time to pray or 
to read scripture? Are you connecting with other Christians here at 
Otley Church and being plugged in at a small group or Bible study? 
These spiritual roots will help when the Devil tries to destroy your 
faith. 
 

 
 

Attiyg Yoam, everything in our lives is 
under your control. Help us to bring our 
specific cares to you, knowing you have 
the correct tools to address them. 

Attiyg Yoam translates 
as “Ancient of Days.” 
This term is actually 
Aramaic. When we think 
of “Ancient of Days” we 
are drawn to think of an 
eternal and perfect God. 
You can find this term in 
Daniel 7:9; 13; 22 
  

  Adonai/Adonay ֲאדָֹני

translates as “Lord” or Master. 
This is one of the most common 
names used in the Old 
Testament for God. Yet it is 
more of a designation of a title 
and respect opposed to a 
“name.” It is used in Genesis 
15:2, and Judges 6:15 for 
examples. 

Adonai, cultivate in me strong spiritual roots, so that I might 
grow and thrive with you, producing fruit in my life, my 
church, and your kingdom.  



DAY 9 | Finding Forgiveness 

 
Today’s Scripture: 1 John 1:9-10 

 
 It is often hard to admit when we are wrong, yet we are often willing 
to point out when others are 
wrong. It may be a 
political party, an official 
at a sporting event; it may 
be a neighbor, a teacher, or even 
our spouse. Yet, when we are 
wrong, or when we have hurt 
someone, we often are slow to 
respond or even acknowledge it 
in the first place. Why? Because 
we are fallen people. It is hurtful 
to realize we are not as good or 
as wonderful as we want to think 
we are. All sin is bad, and all sin destroys our relationship with God. 
When we sin, every sin hurts God. In addition, because of that sin, 
our relationship with God is not the same. As a child of God, we 
have the privilege of going to God knowing he loves us. He is 
watching over us like a loving father.  We do not have to fear him 
rejecting us, for he wants us to come home. Why are we so slow to 
go to him for forgiveness? Why are we so resistant to receive the 
wonder of forgiveness? We should look for the healing power of God 
today and every day. Is there any sin in your life, which you have left 
unconfessed? God wants to bring you healing today! 
. 
 

 

DAY 10 | My Enemies 

 
Today’s Scripture: Luke 6:27-30 

 
 It is easy to love our family (or at least most of our family). Yet, it is 
very hard to love those who want 
nothing but hatred for 
us. Jesus Christ shows 
us the very best way to 
love our enemies...to pray for 
them. Even as Jesus lay dying on 
the cross, his prayer was for 
those who were cursing him 
saying, “Father, forgive them, for 
they no not what they do.” 
It was in 2006 when Charles 
Roberts IV shot ten and killed five 
innocent Amish girls before 
killing himself. Instead of 
ostracizing the Roberts family, the Amish community chose to 
forgive and have formed a relationship with his parents. It is 
incredibly easy to cast blame, to want to find someone to blame the 
pain of the world on. How do we react when someone does us 
wrong? Often our reaction is visceral. Why? Because it seems like 
these reactions get results, or at least they make us feel better. It 
goes back to when we are kids, he takes our toy, we slug him to 
compensate. We cannot continue to react in this way. As Christians, 
we have received forgiveness and we should seek to extend that 
forgiveness to others. It may not be easy, but it is what God has 
called us to do. We must let God handle the area of justice and we 
should start the process of forgiving and being content in his ability 
to restore. 
 

 

Jehovah-Rophe, thank you for sending 
Your Son to die for our sin and being the 
remedy for our brokenness. Help us to 
confess our sins to you and receive the 
forgiveness we need. 

ָרָפֹה ֹהָֹוֹה  Jehovah-

Rophe “The God who 
Heals”. This word itself 
is actually only used once 
(Exodus 15:26), but 
certainly is one 
consistent with other 
areas of scripture. 
  

lgmg ֹהָֹוֹה Jehovah-Gmolah 

translates roughly as “The God 
of Recompense.” It is referring 
to God as a one who properly 
dispenses justice. We know the 
Lord claims vengeance for 
himself (Romans 12:14-21).  You 
find this name for God in 
Jeremiah 51:6.  

Yahweh-Ghmolah, thank you for taking justice into your 
hands. Help us to forgive our enemies and leave the 
correction of wrongs up to you in your perfect justice.  



 
DAY 11 | Our Family 

 
Today’s Scripture: Psalm 103:17 

 
 Many years ago while on vacation, my family visited a church in 
Fremont, Michigan and the 
pastor began the 
sermon by apologizing. 
He apologized because 
he said he was going to repeat 
himself several times. The 
phrase he kept on repeating? 
“The Harvest begins at home.” 
Ever since, I hear those words 
echo at various times in my head 
and heart. In our church, we have 
been working on our mission and 
vision, primarily looking to 
pursue new and growing 
disciples. This is good, yet, we 
must remember where we have 
to start. For me (Mike) I have to continue to make sure I am doing 
everything I can to support my wife and my children. As a pastor 
(and a father), my mission is to raise kids who fear Jesus Christ and 
follow him with their whole hearts. Do I fail at this? At times, but I 
then go back to God and double my efforts. How are you building 
into your own spiritual life? Are you building into your children and 
grandchildren? Are you imparting faith towards your spouse or your 
family? It is the first place we are called to, “Go!” 
 

 

 
DAY 12 | Our Friends 

 
Today’s Scripture: Proverbs 27:17 

 
 This scripture is one of the many wonderful nuggets we find in 
Proverbs. This scripture, of 
course, is talking about 
the importance of the 
company around us. We 
see in the New Testament Paul’s 
exhortation to the church to have 
friends of good company...why? 
Because “bad company corrupts 
good character.” As parents, we 
are concerned when our children 
seem to be hanging out with the 
“wrong crowd.” Perhaps we 
should use the same level of 
discernment when we select our 
friends. It is incredibly important 
for us to have friends who can 
“sharpen us”. We need to have 
friends to support us, and we have an obligation to support them. 
The question we must begin to ask ourselves is this...Are my friends 
ones who are “sharpening” me or ones who are “making the blade 
dull.” Friends, be considerate and thoughtful in choosing the 
company you keep. Be sure you have a balance of both people who 
can keep your heart pure, but also those to whom you can witness. 
We are called as well to be the salt and the light. If we do not have 
any friends who are non-Christians, our impact is limited. 
 
 

 

El Shaddai- we thank you for our families 
and the faith passed down to us as well 
as the faith we hope to pass to our next 
generation. Bless them this day! 

י ָדָּ֥  El Shaddai ֵאל שַׁ

traditionally translates 
as “God Almighty.” This 
term is mainly used in 
Genesis (17:1; 28:3; 
35:11; 43:14; 48:3). 
Shaddai is a term used 
for God alone but we 
are not certain exactly 
what it means. 
 

Meilwxe ֵאל El Olam  translates 

as “Everlasting God”. This name 
is first occurs in Genesis 21:33 
when Abraham makes a treaty 
with the Philistine King. This 
name is trying to communicate a 
God without end. Some other 
places we see this term (or 
something similar) in Isaiah 
40:28, Psalm 90:2 and 
Deuteronomy 33:27 

El Olam, thank you for giving us friends who support and 
love us. Help us to sharpen our friends in their faith as they 
help us in ours.  



DAY 13 | Discernment 

 
Today’s Scripture: Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 3:5-7 

 
 I cannot read this verse without singing the song “Thy Word” in my 
head.  God’s Word is not just a 
guide to life, it is life 
itself. Contained in the 
Bible are the words of life, 
it is bread for our spirit, and it is 
living water. God lays out what 
his design for our lives is in the 
Bible. So often, we want our 
Bibles to be a “GPS” telling us 
exactly, where we need to 
turn...but this is not the case. 
God has a path we are to walk, 
and he will only show us the path 
right before us. We know the end 
destination but we will not always know what is ahead. That is why 
we must have faith. We are called to walk by faith when we cannot 
see. This verse is a very common one, yet, I think it is important we 
add in verse 7 to the rest. So often, we pay to trust in God, but then 
we seem to walk our own path anyway. In my experience, if I walk 
my path...it may work out well but it might not be the best path or 
the path God would want me to take. It is important for us not only 
to follow the path of God, but also to steer ourselves away from any 
evil which is happening around us. Take the time to soak in the 
scriptures, which is where you are going to find the direction you are 
seeking. If you still can' 
 

 

DAY 14 | My Enemies 

 
Today’s Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33 

 
 It is easy to love our family (or at least most of our family). Yet, it is 
very hard to love those who want 
nothing but hatred for 
us. Jesus Christ shows 
us the very best way to 
love our enemies...to pray for 
them. Even as Jesus lay dying on 
the cross, his prayer was for 
those who were cursing him 
saying, “Father, forgive them, for 
they no not what they do.” 
It was in 2006 when Charles 
Roberts IV shot ten and killed five 
innocent Amish girls before 
killing himself. Instead of 
ostracizing the Roberts family, the Amish community chose to 
forgive and have formed a relationship with his parents. It is 
incredibly easy to cast blame, to want to find someone to blame the 
pain of the world on. How do we react when someone does us 
wrong? Often our reaction is visceral. Why? Because it seems like 
these reactions get results, or at least they make us feel better. It 
goes back to when we are kids, he takes our toy, we slug him to 
compensate. We cannot continue to react in this way. As Christians, 
we have received forgiveness and we should seek to extend that 
forgiveness to others. It may not be easy, but it is what God has 
called us to do. We must let God handle the area of justice and we 
should start the process of forgiving and being content in his ability 
to restore. 
 

 

El Deah, thank you for lighting the path 
before me. Give me the strength to follow 
the path you have put before me without 
departing from it. 

-hd ֵאל El Deah 

translates as “God of all 
knowledge.” We find this 
used in 1 Samuel 2:3 in 
Hannah’s prayer. Some 
similar New Testament 
passages are: Romans 
11:33-36 and 1 
Corinthians 1:18-31 
  

omwlv ֹהָֹוֹה Jehovah-Shaloam 

translates roughly as “The God 
of Recompense.” It is referring 
to God as a one who properly 
dispenses justice. We know the 
Lord claims vengeance for 
himself (Romans 12:14-21).  You 
find this name for God in 
Jeremiah 51:6.  

Jehovah Shalom, help me to have courage in the midst of 
the storms I am experiencing. I want to follow you. May I 
turn my face towards you away from the wind and the 
waves.  



DAY 15 | Otley Church Staff 

 
Today’s Scripture: Exodus 14:14 

 
 One of our favorite songs here at Otley Church is Chris Tomlin’s 
Whom Shall I Fear. This connects 
to the Hebrew name we 
have selected for today, 
Jehovah-Sabaoth (Lord 
of Hosts). While we might think 
of a host as someone who may 
seat you at a table, this is not 
what it looks like in the Old 
Testament. This term for God is a 
term of a warrior. We have a God 
who fights for us. We have to 
remember to invoke his power. 
We have to remember the 
spiritual battle we are having in 
our lives, our hearts and in our 
church. Prayers are not only for 
God to act, but also for protection. Today, we are asking you to pray 
for our Otley Church Staff (Mike, Becky, Chris and our future Worship 
Director). Pray for God to protect them from the devil and his 
cohorts (pray this same prayer for yourself too!) that we might be 
shielded from the ways he will try to trip us up. 
 
 
 

 
 

DAY 16 | Consistory 

 
Today’s Scripture: 1 Peter 5:2-3 

 
 We have a great team of elders and deacons (as well as greater 
consistory/ former elders and 
deacons) here at Otley 
Church. In addition, as 
we (unfortunately) have 
seen lately Satan has attacked 
some churches by going after 
their leadership. As you are 
taking the moment to pray, 
consider the importance of our 
elders and deacons who are 
serving in their respective 
offices. Pray for them to be humble, pray for them to be eager, and 
pray for them to be righteous as they serve. Take the time as well to 
pray for God to be raising up future leaders for Otley Church, elders, 
deacons, pastors, teachers, etc. who will lead the church into what 
God has planned.  
Those serving right now: 
 
Elders: Gene Lucas, Gene Poortinga, Mary Van Zante, Al Vander 
Linden 
 
Deacons: Harvey Beyer, Randy Beyer, Justin Rozendaal, Curt Van 
Kooten 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Jehovah Saboath, we thank you for 
fighting with us and for us. We ask you to 
protect our church staff and their 
families. Bless them and prompt them to 
follow your leading for Otley Church. 

 Jehovah ֹהָֹוֹה ְצָבאֹות

Sabaoth translates as 
“Lord of Hosts.” This 
term means God is in 
control of both angels 
and men. It ascribes 
power and majesty to 
God. You can find this 
term in Isaiah 1:24 and in 
Psalm 46:7 
  

-Jehovah ְיהוָֹה ִצְדֵקנּו

Tsidkenu  translates as “The 
Lord is our righteousness”. Our 
righteousness is not found in 
ourselves, it is found only in 
Jesus Christ. You can find this 
term used in Jeremiah 33:16. 

Jehovah-Tsidkenu, we pray for you to protect the leaders of 
Otley Church, our elders and deacons. Give them 
discernment, wisdom, and faith. Shield them from those who 
are trying to overtake them.  



DAY 17 | First Impressions and Ignite Teams 

 
Today’s Scripture: Isaiah 41:10 

 
 Along with the staff, and our consistory, we ask you to lift up our 
Ignite and First Impressions 
teams. Leading people 
forward is not always 
the easiest thing to do; 
and we are not always sure of the 
path that is before us.  
We are thankful for these 
individuals who are leading our 
church into the future by 
participating in these 
discussions. The scripture we 
look at this morning is from 
Isaiah preaching prophetically 
about the restoration of Israel 
from Babylonian captivity. We 
certainly are not being held captive, yet we are in a time where we 
are groaning and anxious for God to act. Some of the ways of 
moving forward are requiring different things some might be 
volunteers, some might be financial needs. We can and we must 
trust God will provide all that we need in order to accomplish his 
will. As Hudson Taylor once said, “God’s work, done God’s way, will 
never lack God’s supply.”  Please lift up these teams in your 
thoughts and in your prayers today, as they help all of us reach our 
“one” for Jesus Christ. 
 

 

DAY 18 | Growing Disciples 

 
Today’s Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 

 
 Sanctification. What is sanctification? Sanctification is essentially 
the process by which we become 
more like Christ. What 
does sanctification, 
then, involve? It involves 
stretching and growing. It 
involves stepping out in faith and 
amending our lives. It is a 
continual process of 
development.  
Sanctification, much like driving 
a car, is not something we perfect in one day. As comedian Bill 
Engvall once said, “They need to have a special lane for teenage 
drivers lined with old mattresses and recycled tires.” Unfortunately, 
life does not come with such a lane. We are going to have our own 
bumps and bruises, but the key for us is to continue striving forward 
each day. We will not get better by refusing to try growing. The best 
way to mature as a disciple is to stretch your faith. It may be 
volunteering in some new opportunity or investing in some group. 
You will likely find the more you invest, the more you will get back. 
Here at Otley Church, we are striving to relentlessly pursue “new and 
growing disciples.” Take some time to pray not just for your own 
sanctification, but also for the rest of our Otley family to be 
sanctified as well.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Jehovah-Jireh, we ask you to provide 
vision, clarity and passion for our Ignite 
and First Impressions teams. Give them 
all they stand in need of and aid them by 
guiding each of their decisions. 

 Jehovah ִיְרֶאה ְיֹהָוה -

Jireh means “God will 
provide.” This is the 
name Abraham uses for 
God when God called 
him up the mountain to 
sacrifice Isaac, but 
provided the lamb 
instead. This story is 
found in Genesis 22.  
  

mkvdtm hwhy  Jehovah-

Macadesshem translates as 
“The God who sanctifies or 
makes holy.” You can find this 
name used in Leviticus 20:8 and 
Ezekiel 37:28.  

Jehovah Maccaddeshem thank you for sanctifying us and 
making us more like you. Help us to strive to be more 
Christ-like in serving those around us. Help us crave good 
spiritual food, which will grow our faith. 



DAY 19 | Equipping Otley Church 

 
Today’s Scripture: Ephesians 4:11-12 

 
 I am thankful for everyone in our congregation. Why? Because I 
know, everyone has been given 
gifts and talents. I do not 
have the mechanical 
knowledge of a Mark Van 
Haaften or a Bryce Grober. I do 
not have the musical talent of a 
Patti Van Zante or a Sandy 
Schippers. I am thankful for you 
and your gifts. Each of us have 
been given different gifts to reach 
out and to build the body of 
Christ. There was a church 
bulletin, which listed the staff, 
and under the “Minister” tab, it 
said, “Everyone.” Each of us are called to reach people. We all are 
supposed to carry out the work of the ministry, each filling a 
different role. As we reflect today, be praying about what gift(s) and 
passions God has given you. Pray for the opportunity to use those 
gifts. Also pray, the Spirit would cultivate the gifts in those around 
us. If you are wondering where your gifts can be used, feel free to 
talk about it with one of the staff members or elders. If you want to 
take a spiritual gift inventory, contact Pastor Mike! The worst gifts 
are the ones we never take the time to unwrap. 
 

 
 

DAY 20 | Your One 

 
Today’s Scripture: Acts 4:12 

 
 Easter and the resurrection is tomorrow, yet on another level, the 
most important part of Easter is 
what we are doing 
today. While celebrating 
tomorrow is right and 
prudent, we need to take the time 
to prepare our hearts spiritually, 
but we also should look at what 
our responsibility is as 
Christians. As our scripture 
reminds us, salvation is found in 
Christ alone. No one else, 
nowhere else. We have friends, 
we have family, and we have 
neighbors who are trying to find 
salvation. They are trying to find 
the thing, which will fill the hole 
in their lives. Nothing can fill it but Christ. Today, we are 
encouraging you to pray for everyone’s “one.” Pray they will be 
receptive to the invitation to come and experience Christ at Otley. As 
you pray for the ones, please pray with confidence knowing God can 
and does answer our prayers. Also, do not forget to remind your 
“one” about the service tomorrow! The more you reach out to your 
one, the more likely they will come! 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Elohim, we know you have given us gifts 
to honor you and build your kingdom. Help 
us to be good soil, which can be cultivated 
and produce yields of 30, 60 and 100 
fold. 

m'yhla Elohim stands 

for creator, mighty or 
strong. This is a plural 
form which accomadates 
the Trinity. It is the word 
used for God when he 
spoke creation into 
existence in Genesis 1:1 
  

 la El Chuwl is a term חּול 

which means the God who gave 
you birth. You can find this term 
in Isaiah 43:1-3 and you can also 
understand it in the context of 
Psalm 139:13-18. Sometimes we 
forget God is the maker of all of 
creation. He did not only create 
every christian, but he cares 
about all of the human beings in 
the world.  

El Chuwl we know only you can impart faith into our lives. 
We lift up our “ones” today; give them courage to attend 
church tomorrow and for us to be your hands and feet. 



 
DAY 21 | Easter Service 

 
Today’s Scripture: Matthew 28:1-10 

 
 Today concludes our 21 days of prayer, but I pray this does not 
simply end here with the 21 days, 
but that it motivates you 
to continue building up 
your prayer life. Today is 
a wonderful day of celebration. 
We are celebrating a RISEN 
Savior. We are celebrating the 
forgiveness of sins. We are 
celebrating the promise of 
eternal life. I ask that we all pray 
for mountains to move today. 
Pray the Holy Spirit moves in 
powerful ways, which results in salvation, re-dedication and growth. 
Pray for your one who is coming today. Pray for the family members 
who will be here today. Pray for the message, pray for the worship 
team, and pray for the Holy Spirit to come and fill the hearts of those 
worshipping at Otley Church 
 

 

El Gibhor, today is your day. Help us to 
reflect your glory and share it just like the 
women of Easter morning did some 
2000 years ago! 

 El Gibhor  ֵאל ִגּבֹור-

translates as “Mighty 
God, or God who is 
mighty to save.”  This 
term appears in Isaiah 
9:6 when describing 
Christ. 
  


